‘The Sharecroppers Voice 


The Voice Of The Disinherited“ _ 


Vote Mo. 6 EDITORS: J.R. Butler 


_.._ Subscription Price $ 


NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTES 
MEETING 


MEMPHIS, 
of the Southorn 
ion met in its 
session todey. 
pronounced success 

The returns from 
ers strike vote canvassed 
cussed and action taken in 
ce with the returns. 
mittee was a ed ae 
areas’. 
date for ‘the Patkbut 
demand for $1,00 per 
is not met. 

Arrangements for a strikers sus- 
taining, fund were:made ond sre -here- 
by appeal to: abl Beced sympathizers 
to rush funds in to help us’ main- 
Goin the etrike,)-The iio deplete con- 
tribution will be thankfully cei- 
ved. 

Every power cvcilable 
brought bear by the planters d 
the plonter ormed law Seo tennant 
egencies to break the. strike. ‘Je 
ere informed: that SPL pon es ELV: 
4600 Rave been cut off relief in 
Shelby County TPcnnessee,. These. pco- 
pie willbe forced out 
t& sections and made to: vork 

to break the strike. A Wation 
should be raised and 
brought to bear to 
wholesale beating 
Gow of” Labor. 
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The fight ageinst: Rodgecr is 
fight agoinst she STFU peewee 
his connection with this orga 
tion. Sete now. in Texas 
Oklchomo, organixing for the 


OPE? 


rs is 


STFU, 


WW DIRECTO.2 AT “COMMONUEALTH. 
Mena, Ark, cpt. 1. Lucian Koch 
beon Director at Common- 
reoith. for the: Jast: five: years 
having the dent taction of being 
America's hake Seago Co llege Presi- 
dent will resigi1 atthe: close of 
the cummer raed Sept. "7th ond 
will be succeeded by Dick Whitten 
of New Orleans. aE 

Dick has becr in the labor move- 
ment for a long time ond will brins 
a wealth of expericnee to common- 
wealth, He is a member of the Soc- 
iahist Party and knows his econom- 
ics 
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Commonweal- 
of the 
of the U.S 


as is proud of 
re as being one 
foronos t oe bor colleges 
Little Rock, Arke eeente Leslee 
Willioms was m-udu Director of the 
Era School erttablished here by 
Religion and Labor Foundation. 
school is located at 1003 High 
t, near the State Capitol. Mem 
bers of the General Assembly are 
invited to meke the school their 
hereeacteors duri.sig the sessions 
of the Legislaturi: to obtain infor- 
mation on any que:'tion of econom- 
ics that they may desire, They may 
aiso attend classes that they 
wish without coste Various courscs 
ere offered and He pcm services 
are held every Sunday morning 
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HAPGOOD JAILED 
Ind.Powers Hapg 
as. organizer for 
to to get Leo 

non out isting in 
9 genzrel strike but instead of 
Vernon out Hapgood was put 

not allowed to communi- 
his friends. 
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Seoretavy (Continued) Report 


ps : Pisa e 4 {md > Union anization 
Returns from the Strike Vote Quest! Be ie UAL On  ORSR I aa aOR. 


ionaire--which was suti-mitted to =e 
ali Councils 30: das ago show that TH 
11,186 | Stri fa 
4.50 ral ] 
90 GiLe reporsing 
For $1,00 Per hundred Pounds 
7,736 ~--For 752% per hundred pound 
This represents about two thirds:o 
membership, 
Recomendations : That a drive for collect | 


Report of The Exesutive ~ . [ 
| 


at the Sharecroppers Voice ‘ 
‘tho! the offical orgen of the STFU;" 
ibe opernved under the name of the} 
Voice Pvtlishing Company ond that | 
a Board of Dircetors be elected | 


sing 


who will choose the editor. 


Election of. Speciai Strike Comnittée) ion of dues be started immediat 
Strike Committees on each Plantatign) — thet special inducements b 
De A p 

in éach Community, town and city. | given 7.11 members who will pay up 
Contacting frienily Churches,Gnbs} 1 yesr in ndvonce,. . 
benefit and fraternal orders wno ainiaclea Pree “ued nish Soa 

will endorse and participate 


Strike, That the representative of th 


Southern Tenant Farmers’ Union 
After a visit to Alahanma, and on the Council of oe ee 
ending a County meeting it is | Youth Congress be elected. 

hie ha NC 3754 20-ONET2 ~ 4 preee  cee  Ds.  S 
Beare nae Bossi Bho ins °seus aye ; 
power locally, but not as exte} STFU--News Notes 

ere Mane US 2: Se eter tease Odis L. Sweeden of Muskogee 

Recomeniations | reports that orgwnization of yess 

‘Bleetion of 3 representatives to medt Workers Alliance (Netional Un- | 

| representatives of tne SOT. who will{ employed) organization in the city} 

_repor Oo next meeting or NEC, lof iiskozee with over 100 members | 

a | Swec@ex Jed a picket line of 50 

F > i unemployed workers out at 5200 AM 

‘I recomend that this meeting of thej +5 prevont Strike Breakers. fron | 

Executive Council set a definate da} poine into break the strike of thp 

;-te for next National Convention. Garmory Workers in the Griffin Plaht 
That the Executive Council design on Tucsdny morning, The Seabs fil, 

‘ -ate the manner by which delagates io Show UD. At a joint meet | 

wilt be clested, ine of Workers Alliance, Iron Work 

3, STFU, etc. Sweeden was electell 
Theat the Exocutive Council endorsd Ghaivmen of a protest Ccustitee - | 

the new method cf Unit omganization}; on WEA Coolie Wage Sexnies j 

ANP ASH 914 oe extend#d vo every Sweedeu. Fippin ni ‘a Rodgerp 

County in North sterae Arkansas Fare enroute te | his vr, Side- 

that i3 slso ve adovted in door Fubiuen( FPreiant Train) to 
; my 2434 founeil neet 
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orgnnizvational work--t! n 
executive or advisory committee i Wewrert for a counls we > ; 
be elected who live near Netvional |; overt a nenber mesvings and sevel 
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| ONION PICKERS---WIN STRIKE 
*. Laredo,Tex, A strike of 1,600, 
* Qnion pickers stopped all onion 
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‘(Jersey Workers’ Continued) 
bosses, 
‘were formed when there were threats 
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Workers’ Defense Connittecd 


picking on the large plantation of; of lynchings, 


this section of the Rio Grande 
River Valley. Strikers demanded 
$1. per day and transportation to 
and from the fields, 

Picket lines blocked all roads 
for miles arround as the Union 
plocked efforts of the Texas Rang ; 
-ers to import Scabs,. 

The Strike was led by the Mex- 
ican Agricultural Workers Union -° 
who recently expressed a desire to 
join the Southern Tenant Fermers' | 
Union, The President of the AWU , 
was to meet the Secretary of the | 
STFU, in Madill Oklahoma on June 
15th, Impassable roads caused bo-t 
th to be delayed in getting to thei 
place and they missed each other, 
Later efforts to locate Bro, Le- 
gariouswere unsucessful. i 


HOW JERSEY WORKERS DOUBLED WAGES 
by Leif Dahl 
The Agticultural Workers' Union 
Local 19996, A.F.of L, raised wag | 
-es in New Jersey from 12¢ to 30¢ |} 
per hour is told by Leif Dahl the | 
Organizer of the Union in this mor 
-ths issue of the Rural Worker, 
The Union was first organized 

in April 1934 in the Strike of the 
Seabrook Farms cabbage 21618" work 
-ers, After a 3 day strike the 
Union demands were granted, 

In June another strike was 
called.when the boss attempted +e | 
force the workers back to the old 
wage scnle, The workers came out 
100%, The big farmers were worrie 
by strikes on other farms ond plan-| 
Vigilante bands to break up Union 

meetings, They tried to abe eet 
farmers to beat up strikers,. Hand 
bills were siven out by the Union 
explaining to the smnll formers ho 
-w the big farmers who paid low 
faces roped them out of thei 
Ree. lah osu the vigiinatel 
(Night Riders we call them) were 
unable to get support from the poo 
farmers, Shopkeepers were appesled 
to, when it was explained if the 
workers Alloved more wages they 
Yould hve more mone ,to spend, 


.| they too refused to tine up with 


| St, Pirates, is again trying to dr 


, tnd other machinery, 


After 16 days of striking the 


j 


‘Boss hnd to give in, 30¢ per hour- | 
‘was grented the field workers, The | 
Cannery workers wonges were raised | 
from 124¢ per hour to 27% ¢ and 

S2¢, 
fore the Union was orgenized 30¢ per 


Only «a short while ogo be- 


hour was unheard of, The Unton has! 
put thousands of dollars into the | 
pockets of the farm workers in 
New Jersey, 
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Fron Across the Sea, 
In England 251,000 farm workers 
received wage increnses, and oa red 
uction in working hours as well | 


| 


; is announced by the National Union) 
|; of Agricultural Workers, j 


--Cuba-- 
The Cuban Government owned by Head 
-ve 30,000 peasants (Farm workers | 
nbout the stme as share-croppers) | 
off the 1lonnd on which they have 1i/} 
ved for over 50 years, 

---- Soviet Union---- 
Agricultursl Workers on the big 
State Ferms during rest periods 
are entertrined in the fields. ; 
These big Forms are about the same 
size os bee Wilsons Plantation in 
Arkensas, 30,000 or more acres ard 
worked in ench tract with tractors | 
These farms | 
are owned by the workers then selve| 
-s, and are called "Collectives" 


| 
| 


The workers get 211 the farms prod 
-uce and receive their pay in accor 
ance with the amount of time they | 
work, ("Who ever heard of share- | 
eroppers being entertained by shows 
when they get to the end of the long 
cotton rows, But they do strange 
things in Russia, There is no such 
a beast as 2. landlord, The land is 
owned by therpeople thru their Gov 


; The -5 et Union is the 
ote eogermnene tH the world Hi8re 


the workers Rule, Ed) 


"Rural Worker" 
We ore indebited to the new news- 
paper the Rural Worker for all of 
above news, It is a monthly newspa 


Ti. and pakeo Ate Pirst appearance. 


SHARECROP. 
BUPPORTS CANNERY STRIKE 
Muskogee Okla, Evidence of growin 
-p co-operation between industrial 
and farn workers orgenizations was 
shown here when menbers of the Sou- 
thern Tenont Farners Union cane to 
the resuce of Cannery workers at 
the Griffin Mfg, © pinrnt, 

After the 2355 ry 
had been out on-strike for 2 week 
the Southern Tenant Fermers' Union, 
Councils in Muskogee County voted 
to refuse to bring their produce in 
+o the Canning factory. 

Ward.H, Rodgers, ond Odis 
Sweeden nembers of the Ntional 
Executive Council, ond Murel Suttoh 
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tne 


STFU, 


> 
ste 


Vice-President of the Cannery Worke 
ers Union are: leading the picket 
lines each: day, i 
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Paris Ark; The Arkansas Federation 
of Labor yet in Paris ,fugust 19,20, 
£1. J,R.Butler President of the 
Southern Tenant Farters! Union att 
. mented the sessions, He reports t 
that:.the proceedings were doninated 
by reactionary leaders. The prog 


ressive forces with “in the 2.F. ofl. 


4n. the State. fai “he n5011a-. te 
Br dnSeSkare £31 192 ba egnsdr taste 


es et re 


John Alien STFU, Organizer was heldugigy 


up by robbers on the streets of 
Menphis ond robbed of his bus fare 
when he was planning to leave for 
Wabbasecka Arkansas, * John :Allen. 
left the nest day and is now busy 
organizing the shsre-croppers and 
tenant farmers down arround Pine 
Bluff, 


ee en = Smee | es te —— 


SHR, Gigs 
noved 


7 
PLAN 


Walter Moskop menber of. the: N 
and Unele lidd Pickering have 
to Hoxie where they Tf 
to do organizational work thru out 

the fall, They report several 
meetings in that section, Walter 
is spending the inst week of August 
helping R,.L.Sullins organizer for 
Jackson County get the work under 


way . 
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Hney Vice-president_of 
Tay Th mapa tI 
n Tenant !arners Inion 
ng the tough places. 
onewhere South. Can't 
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_ _Septenber 2 
Organizational Notes-Con't 
Three organizers have been placed 
jin the field in Poinsett County. 
As the entire Union is wnderground 
in that County their nanes con't de 
published, : 
County and also Crittendon 


rm 
Uross 


hove resulor orgonizers busy at work 


A new locnl is reported. in Lée’ 
County near Cotton Plont “rk, The 
none of the orgnnizer can not be 
PU RLSReA oe ea 
Strong. Organization in 
Sharp County--Ark, 
Brening Shade,jArk,. Orgnnization 
of. a fine: new Council at Blandville 
is reported by the Sharp County’ 
Organizer Arthur Barnes. Bros 
is:also Secretary and sendsox 
in an excellent report. He is sur« 
that enovgh orgonizations will be 
forned during September. to set up 
the County Union. 
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Wonons’ Clad in Croes 
The orgrnizstion of © new wonans 


tt s are a as 
Club is reported Db th secretary 
Sey gfnnons of nedr i ark ark, 


Howerd. Kester to return 
Kester associate Editor of 
ne Voice. will return to Memphis 
about September Ist. Every one will | 
pe plensed to have Kester back again 
after a vacation of past two nonths 


J.R.Butler--pPresident of the Unio: 
itor in Chief of the Voice 
away for two weeks cttending 
ntic d he Pinch Hitter" 
in getting out this 
Voice, in the event 
words mis-spell 
and your D&T full of ‘gran 
matical errors, just put it down: 
to fact that we are short on 
spelling, and & way short.on gran 
mar; if we had our way we would 
end spenll and say 
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day is Octover 7th, 
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"An Appeal for Support" 


With this iss 
Voice appears 
on its first page, This is the 6th, 
monthly edition, We want to have 
the entire newsprper printed and 
and issued as a weekly, It nust 
hive the support of friends of the 
share~croppers as well as the Union 
nenbers, With the sddition of bett 
-er mnineogroph we ore xble to run 
out 5,000 copies this issue, 

The Sharecroppers' Voice fills 
a great necd, For the past 70 yeara 
there have been hundreés of thous- 
ands of share-cropper end tennnt 
farmer fanilies in the South, The 
Black and White, exploited,and dis 
inherited worx ‘kers of the votton 
fields have had no neans of reach 
-ing the outside world, The Detf- 
enders of Thernople had their Mes- 
sengers of Defeat byt the Share- 

roppers had none, 

For nany years the problen of 
share-cropping and tenantry was 
en no thought,. Intelligent / 
ans Vagu ely knew pee. Ages 
such an ani 
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but by c 
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oblen No attention 
as the ae of the 
until the orgenizatior 
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several youn; 
ed by the idenlisn 
of the "Brotherhood 


Man! 
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with a printe@ heading of the big plantation owners 


__Septenber __ 19% 


to Look about then, Living right in 
the nidst of the plantation systen 
in the heart of the cotton belt, th 
-ess nen knew that here was an op 
ortunity, to be of service, No one 
ded a Better Deal more than thes 
tten men and women ond little 
léren, Forgotten by all the det. 
ana Old, The Southern Tenent 
Union was organized and qu 
ne a- strong factor in the 
thousands, The Union 
the life of the share- 
and brought to the world 
essoaze of forner defeat and 
new hope for the disposs eased 
The revolt of the. sbhare- ~cropper 


quickly brought down the wrath 


ial 


and 
their retainers, The began using 
211 methods of legal and illega 
tyranny and terrorisn +o suppress 
this new and growing organization 
of their exploited workers, 

Foreed’ underground by a vicious 
reign of terrorisn the Union contin 
ues to advance, 

The Shere-croppers Voice is 
the only newspaper for hundreds 
They psesed fron hand to hand and 


or 4 tings 9n¢ CODES) $8% éPng° 


or more 
worn out, Special methods of dis 


tribution must be used in nany 
places as the postal authorities 
throw nany copies of the paper 

in the waste basket when address 
to Cropper. The arrival of the 
paper is eagerly loked forward to 
by the Union nen, 

We need your help to nake this 
per a success, Contributions 
subscriptions to the Unions! 
Organizer are needed, Help us 
: to continue " The 
Voice 4 
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Share-Croupene 
New j and Contrib 
et rgien he ‘te it iGO” ec 
The Tew York Public Library 
Wisconsin University library 
Miss Frenees White Manunit School 
Pawling New York. 
enlin Atlantic Christian 
se Wilson N.C. 
re-~hiusele “Shoals “Labor 
Farners Weekly,Socialist 


ra st cence nmap > Sor. adhieiesigicteh sms poe memes jens end 


NEWS. & COMENTS 
Wiley Post Aviatop, and Will Rogers 
Humorist killed in an airplane cras 
h--in Alaska, 
fighth Yorld Congress of the Commin 
-tern held in Moscow, adopts new 
policies, 
War preparations in all Netions of 
the worid speeded yp, Dictator 
Mussolini of Italy reviews troops 


soon to die tinder the far off Afric 7} 


can Sun, King of Ethiopa warns the 
World that all Nations may become 
involved in a 

England--upon whose colonia 

the Sun hever sets, quietiy ho 
army manuvers, 
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Ethiopa----Only independ 
tion--will in a few mon 
e the last stand in Africa again 
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Bits- of History---Ethiopa-- 


An unconquered Nation having decisi- 
ly defeated Italy a : 
AEC» 
thines-_ th; 
lation--and 
Haiiie 


aunber of years 
The country bonsts@of two 
it a partly Christian 
that its King o# Emporer 
ssie is a direct degcend 
Solonon, 
seems as-tho in those far off 
cne then Queen of Ethiopa 
rmnezed to the Capitol City of 
Old King Solomon 


at 
iu 


ee 
vela 


Kj rio 


welcomed this colored lady with open 


9 
alt 


-on,, 
prototype of the Southern Plantation 


black and brown colonists in Asia 
and Africa, Anti War posters appear 
in English cities and towns, Italian 
citizens flee from Italy to escape 
having to go to war, 
War Seems sure to break when the 
wet season ends--making it possible 
to move troops in Ethiopa 4 
HOW TO 

of The South 
S many as 10 of your néighbors 
to 


Get a 
on the same plantation as you do, 


Each gue ay Bus 
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g06§ in the treasury, 
application for Charter#--this 
attragtive membership book, 
Yeceipt of the ap 
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members 
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ORGANIZE A T 
ern Tenant #armers, Union, 
»Who live in the Same Community or 


eps th firs 
the Unit is organized the initie 
The 5¢ for each members book is sent in with 
psys for the co 
The Choiwmr 
plication faprthe N- 


it off and mail to the Sbove 


rns 


ir to look tp 
the bibical 


because she was fa 
King Solomon being 


owning Democrat evidently belieted 
strongly in the theory of "White 
Supremacy and the Social inequality 
of the Negro failed to marry Queen 
Shetia. But nevertheless a Son was 
born to: the queen from whom the 


line of Hallie Selassie Springs, 
UNIT 


sign the application blank below 


t pay for his membership book which is 5¢ Bor each man 


ach is collected by the organizer 
members who join the unit, 
tion fee of additional members 


st of printing the very 
°nd books are sent on the 
tionel Office-~-whose address is 
Broad Ave, Memphis Tennesses¢ 
address with names of all 


APPLICATION FOR CH: 


We the undersigned hereby apply for 


membership in the Southern Tenant 


Farmers! ond also make appliestion for a Charter for.a local Unit at 


Post office 


: Nome of Unit 
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